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AiiT. X. — On the original extension of the Sanskrit language 
over certain portions of Asia and Europe; and on the ancient 
Aryans C^Rj), Indians, or Hindus of India Proper. Jhj A. 
CuiizoN, Esq. 

In tracing back tlio origin of nations boyontl the poriotl cinliraccd by. 
the special histories of Greece and Home, wo reacli the interval in 
universal history, during which fonr great nations are known to have 
flourished, and to have extended their relations, itolitical, military, or 
commercial, over tho various regions of the globe. These are tho 
races of India, China, Phoenicia, and Egypt. The two latter have long 
ceased to exist as distinct nations ; or rather have been absorbed in 
other nationalities; whilst the two former, beside constituting tho most 
numerous portion of the human race, have continued their ethnical 
existence to the present time. That other races of men inhabited the 
countries which have since been occupied and peopled by tiiese races' • 
anterior to them maybe considered certain; but no data exist from 
which it can bo inferred that any considerable monarchy, or empire, 
was ever founded in any of thcso countries, prior to the clear, national 
establishment of those races, respectively, in India, China, IMiuunieiu, 
and Egypt. The three former arc tho nations of Asia, who, whether 
by the antiquity of tho civilization attributed tu them, or the perma- 
nent influence they have exerted in the history of mankind, must be 
regarded by modern writers as tho earliest races that have established 
themselves as great nations, whoso peculiar languages and institutions 
mark then) ns the most distinct divisions of the human species, from 
whose records all researches in general history and ethnology must 
connnence. Of tho Chinese and the rhusnici.'ins 1 shall have as little 
to remark as of tho Egyptians. It is principally to the race of India, 
branched out and multiplied into that of the great Indo-European 
family, that the few observations I beg to ofl'er in this brief and im- 
perfect paper will bo directed.' 

' III spraking of tliis rncn, it Ims been usiml to einiiloy tlio turiii Iiido-Ourinaiiic; 
but this appcnrs too restricted in Kigiiinoatioii. Altbotigli tbo cinssiflciitioii uf tho 
various iintioiis wlio belong to this fntnily would ndniit of nliiinst unlimited sub- 
division, the more iinport«nt only can be here noticed. I should therefore prefer 
to divide this great family into the Indo-l'crsio, Indo-Si-ythic, Tiido-llcllcnic, 
Indo-I(alic, Indo-Celtic, Indo-Oollilc, Indo-Slavoiiic, and Iiidu-Polyneaian nations. 
These, it will be observed, are only the principal groups of tlio family. It would 
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From tlio study ol tliu Saiiski'it iuiigiiago, and the rcsoarclics wliicli 
liavo been iiiado into its litoraturo, within iittio more than half a cen- 
tury, by the labours of Jones, Wilford, Colebrooke, Professor Wilson, 
and nioro recently by the philological investigations of Bopp, Burnouf, 
Pott, Lassen, and Benfoy, amongst other inquirers, a fact of a very high 
historical importance may be considered to have been established, and 
to bo now fully recognised by all acquainted with the languages classed 
as those uf the Indo-European family; namely, that there isarcmark- 
iiblo analogy in their structure and grammatical forms, and a surprising 
similarity — resulting in ultimate identity — in the radical words com- 
prohondcd in all the members of this family of languages. These arc 
the Sanskrit, Cuneiform, I'ersic, (Zandic)', Armenian, Greek, Latin, 

traiiHccnd the limits of tliis skctuli to olTcr any rcnmrks on tlio ctlninln|;ical systems 
of Dliiinonljncli, Priclinrd, or otiii.-r nnturalixts. If races of men bo conveniently 
ctnesetl, liowuvcr, ncccirdhig to their |iriiiiitivo scttlcnionts niong certain mountain 
ranges, ns the original Beat of tlio TurkiMli nations is supposed to Ijo the Altai 
range, and of the Finns the Ural chain of mountains, the Aryans would be more 
n|ipro])riatcly designated, perhaps, aa the Himalayan race tlian as coustiluting the 
Caucasian. 

' With respect to the language which was first introduced to the European 
world by An(iU(!til du Perron as " Zonde," and which has since continued under 
that designation, I cunnut refrain from observing that (he truo import of this term 
Appears to have been strangely misunderstood. What docs tho word "Zand" 
mean ? I am not aware that either Olshuuscn, Lassen, or Bopp Iihh given any 
explanation of tho signiflcation of this word. Jirocliliaus, a more recent aiitliority, 
supposes it, adopting Uurnuuf'a views, to be derived from " Zafltu," used in tho 
Yasna in the sense of "ville," "bourg." He observes, "Aus diesem Worte, in 
dem Sinno dcs SlUdtischen, Gcbildetcn, bildet sich die Uedcutung : gubildete 
Spraclie dcr Slildte, darin gcschriebencs Uueh. Ilieraus der Name Zend zu 
orliltlrcn." (Vendidad Sade, 1(150, p. 300.) Instead of elucidating the meaning, 
however, it is evident that the word has no coinicxion whatever with " zafltu," tho 

Zandic form of tho Sans. ^•rT (jonlu), which is derived from another root ^«f 
(jan) "to be born or produced." Zand, in Uv-itloJ; (zand-avasti), or 
Ijuujljjj (siand-abaatii), — for it is written either way in Persian, — was never 
applied by tho I'arsis to tlin ancient Utnyuaye of Persia, but to the lonkn of 
Zoroaster, and is cunsc<|uently improperly used to dcsigimto that dialect of 
Sanskrit. This word is certainly derived from one or other of the following 

Sanskrit bases: — If'^H (chhandos), as suggested by W. von Scblcgel, in 
tlie sense of the Vedas, that is, scripture } l§[tl^ (khanda), ^T'H^ (k«uda), 

or ^|t'i%T (skandlia), meaning section, or chapter of a book, or book itself. 
It is sometimes written SJj (zlmnd), which, if considered ns the more ancient 
orthography, is easily traced to ^•nf (chhaada), with the original sibilant 
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Celtic, Qotliio, German, Litlumninu, Slavonic^ and numerous other 
kindred forms of epcccli. Witli tlio exception of tlio four first, tiioy 
conijn-ise, with their dialects and sub-dialects, nearly the whole of the 
languages of the different nations of ancient and modern Europe. It 
is known that from each of these a variety of vernacular dialects hos 
sprung up, sonie of which have becomo dead languages, and havo 
given rise to other newer idioms. Thus front the Sanskrit are usually 
enumerated fifty-six dialects as known in India; the principal of which 
are the Piilt, long since the dead and sacred tongue of the Buddhists ; 
(he Miigadhi, a more recent form uf Piili, and an ancient dialect of a 
great part of Bchdr, also a dead language; various forms of Prdkrit; 
besides nine-tenths of Hindi, Bengali, Mahratli, Qujrati, and the rest 
of the fifty-six dialects. T&W, in its turn, forms a considerable ])art of 

dropped. It oppenrs to linvo been furmerly employed by tlie PiuiJ:!, nearly in the 
samo rannnor ns tlio V&\i ^TW (kliSnda), in '^'•JI'i^fT''!^ (dlinmnm- 

kbiiida), "book of religion," for tlie Snnskrit '^^^T!^ (dlinrmftltliniido), 

wliicli is applied by tlio Duddliisls of Ouriiiab to tliclr scriptures. 

Erskiiip, Rnsk, nnd Lcpsius wero of opinion long siiico tlint tho Znnd writing 
was only n trniiscript of the Pelilnvi (since verified by Olsliansen— ace Tliomns, in 
tlio Jourimt of the Royal Asiatic Society, xii. 200-0), nnd is therefore not older 
than the time of the Snssanidcs (cninpnro Lcpsius, Uebor die Aiiordnuug und 
VerwoiuUschnrt dcs Scmitisclien, Iiulischen, etc, p. 60). 

Viewing this Iniignngo in tlie most iinexccptionablo form, nccording as it Is 
presented in the rcstorntiuns of iinrnouf, in tho Coinmcutniro sur lo Ya9nn, nnd 
continued in a scries of papers in the .louriinl Asiatiquc, nnd according also to a 
nioi'o recent emended edition of the Znnd-Avnsl^, by Professor Lassen (Vcndidadi 
capita (|uiii(|iic priorn, Doiin, 1832), its cbaroctcr ns a dinlict of Sanskrit, though 
strangely trnnsformcd in a Pohluvi dress, cannot stand in comparison with the 
Cuueiform Persic in point of antiquity. Spiegel, tho latest investigator into llio 
real structure and cbarnctcr of this Inngiingc, fliuls tho term "zand" so Indvlinite 
and viigue as to call the Iniiguago the " Piirsisprncbe" (see liis Ornmniatik der 
Pitrsisprachc iiebst Sprncbprobeii, Leipzig, 1U51), although the language of the 
Pnreis, properly so called, Is the Qujrati in India, nnd modern Pursian in Persia. 

Witli reference to tho true etymological signification of \!Lmj\ (nbast<l), wliioli 

is lost in Persian, AtUller (Essai sur tc Pelilavi, p. 297) nnd Spiegel (in tho above 
Grammar, pp. 200, 207) consider, from tlio niamicr in which it is employed by 
the Parsis, that it corresponds to the European acceptation of " textus," Tills is 
true in its modern and conventional sense ; but tliis view gives no explaimtion of 
its probable derivntion. Tho word, I conceive, is only a modified form of the 

Sanskrit '^>?}^rl (abhynsla), " learned by heart," or " committed to memory 

as a sacred precept," nud seems to explain its counoxion with jj^ (zliaud), or 

^«T^ (clihanda), the scriptures of Zaratuslit, 
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tlio languages of Duniiali, Pcgii, Siain, and otiicr Biuldliistic coiintriea. 
From tlio Porsic have sprung at least twelve dialects, including tlio 
Poklavi and the Dari. The ancient grammatical Armenian, to wiiicii 
tlie Plirygian was nearly related, aj)pears to liavo been connected also 
with the Median and tlio Lydian. Independently of tho four classical 
dialects, tho (Eolic, Doric, Ionic, and Attic, there must have prevailed 
contemporaneoiiNly with these tho Thcsbalian, Bcjotian, Elean, Mace- 
donian, and other dialects, among tho difTcrcnt Greek states, loss 
cultivated, of course, tliau the four former. The Tiiracian, however it 
may have been regarded by Athenian vanity, must bo considered as 
allied to tho Greek, though nioro remotely than the Macedonian, and 
stood between the latter and tho Gothic. Tho Doric was closely con- 
nected with the Macedonian, which is natural, considering the supposed 
original scat of tho Dorians; tho Macedonian with the Thracian, tho 
Thracian with the Phrygian, the Phrygian with the Armenian, tho 
Armenian witli the Persic, and tho Persic with tho Sanskrit. 

Of the various dialects of ancient Italy, which, after tho Roman 
dominion, merged into and formed the common language of the 
Romans, the Etruscan and tho Oscau seem to have exerted the greatest 
influence. The Umbrian dialect was almost obsolete on tho spread of 
the Etruscan. Wo have no certain knowledge of the characteristic dis- 
crepancies or peculiarities of the other dialects, excepting the Doric ten- 
dency of those of tho south, which are more Hellenic than Italic. The 
whole of tho pro-roman Italic dialects differed no more from cacli other 
and from their parent typo than did tho numerous Prlikrit forms of the 
same in India at a synchronous period ; otherwise the classical Latin, 
which is only tho cultivated, condensed, modified, and written form of 
thoso dialects, would present a physiognomy more distinct and varying 
from tho Sanskrit thiiii the likeness which it is known to bear to tho 
latter, The principal derivatives of Latin are, it is almost superfluous 
to observe, the four cultivated languages of modern Europe, as exhibi- 
ted in tho Italian, French, Spanish, and Portuguese, lliroiiglioiit tho 
various phases which they have assumed for tho last ten or twolvo 
centuries. In addition to which may bo named tho Romanic, or obso- 
lete language of tho troubadours, and the mixed Neo-Mellenic and 
Slavonic, and very considerably inodifled languages of the Bulgarians 
and Wallachians.' 

The Gothic is the most ancient language of tbe division of which 



For fiirllicr particulars on the remains of the ancient Italic laiigiinges, sec 
Aufrccht and KirclihofT, in Die Uinbrischcii SpraclidenkniUler, and the Oskische 
Qrammatik of tho former author. 
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it is at tlio head. To tiiis belong tlio Anglo-Saxon, tiio Friesio, and 
otiicr allied dialects. Tlie old High Qci-n)an of the eighth century, tho 
middle old High Gcrniaii, and tho modern form, with the Dutch and 
English, or more correctly, tho Anglo-Saxon portion of the latter, sub- 
divisions from the Gothic branch. From the Lithuanian, except in a 
few particulars, tho old Slavonic difiers little, with which tho Russian, 
Polish, Bohemian, Servian, Croatian, and other less known cognate 
idioms, aro connected. Of tho old Northern, or Scandinavian (the lan- 
guage of the Eddas), the Icelandic, the Norwegian, Swedish, and Da- 
nish, together with the subdialects of Greenland, the Faroe, Shetland, 
and Orkney isles, are more modi>rn forms. As there are no means of 
judging of the Celtic, considered as coeval with tho Latin, or even with 
tho Gothic, I can only name tho rcumins of this language in tho four 
forms of tho Gaelic, Ereo, Welsh, and Bas-broton. The Caucasian 
members of tho same family, which Klaproth' had classed as belonging 
to a diflfereut group of languages, are now included in the same, by 
the more searching investigations of Bopp. 

The analogy which tho two classical languages of European anti- 
quity boar to tho Sanskrit, soon arrested the attention of tho first 
students of Sanskrit, Hallicd, Jones, and Wilkins, Tho connexion 
has now been found to prevail in other languages, less known and cul- 
tivated than the preceding. 

The languages of ancient Europe not comprised in this onumora- 
tion, which is intended only as a rapid viow of the principal members 
of tho Aryan family, aro those of the Phoenician colonies of Spain, 
Portugal, South of France, and perhaps of Britain and Ireland ; toge- 
ther with what we must suppose to have constituted the languages of 
tho preceding aboriginal or unclassified inhabitants of Europe, amongst 
whom the Turduli and Turdotani mentioned by Strabo, though flou- 
rishing so lato OS tho first century of the Christian era, aro the most 
remarkable.' 

' Asia Tolyglottn, p. 133. 

' TlioHgli tlio passago is rntUcr iv (ligrcsslou, ns it tolalos to nu interesting 
people nenrly lost to history, it mny not be irrolnvnut to quote. Of these nuttoiis, 
and the coimtry they occupied, the gcogrnpliur observes:— 

KiiXoiiai o' nnh jiii' ruB iroTufiov HaiTiKljf diri> ^i rwi' {)>«i,Yurii'r(iii> 'I'otifji'frH- 
I'l'ni'' roiij S' h'i»xov)'Tat Tou(t(S«rrti'ouc Tl »oi Tii|i()i!uii\i>iic 7rpoiT«yri()8iii)i)<iii' ol 
iiji' rouv nvToi't I'ojiiJoiKTiV ol i' hifHf c5i' Inn lea! IluXwCiot, oui'u(icni>c 0i)irnc 
TO?c T(iii|u'irai'i)tc ir(ioc apxTOV r<ii)( TuiipAotUouc. ri'i'i iV Iv al)Toi( oiiMc ^nivt- 
Tai ^iiipm/ioi". So0(6raroi i' i^irojovriu tuv I6i/|imi> ouroi, icnl ypa/i/iariK|; 
XpiJiTni, k-fii rOc irnXninc (ii'i'lM'K fx"""' '■<' ffi'yyp<»)<(inrn. ical iroo'inara, Kal 
voiwx't li'iiirpovt «£<iici<TX'X«u»' JriSc wc ^eiof — Gcog., lib. III. p. 204j Auistel. 

1707. 

" It [tlio territory] Is called Boclica from tho river, and Turdetania from tho 
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Dopp, followed by oilier investigators in tlio field of comparativo 
philology, 1ms assumed tho position that the Sanskrit, Zandic, Greek, 
Latin and oven Gothic, arc languages of a coeval formation;' yet tho 
very basis of his researches rests, ns it must necessarily rest, on tlio 
recognition of the greater antiquity of tho Sanskrit over tho other kin- 
dred dialects. If it can bo shown, howovor, that any one of tho nations 
who spoke these kindred languages was established ns a ci vili/.cd people 
anterior to tho attainment, by any of tho rest, of this early civilization, 
or indeed before their very existence as distinct nations, apart from an 
etymological analysis of the structure of Ibese forms of speech, considered 
on independent grounds, which refers them to one common origin — it 
follows that tho language spoken by that pre-established people must bo 
tho most ancient, if not the parent, of those other analogous languages, 
which are consetiucntly inferred to bo derived from that source. I 
venture to aflirm that they have all sprung, at different chronological 
periods, from the Sanskrit; not the existing language in which the 
lliimdyana, Mahii-bliiirata, and tho Purunas are written, but tho Vaidik 
Sanskrit, essentially and peculiarly tho primitive written tongue of 
tho Aryan race, or ancient Hindus of India-Proper. I conceive those 
languages to have arisen synchronously with tho different tribes who 
have spoken them, and exactly as the latter havo appeared in history. 

iiilinbitniits, unci tho iiilinliitnnta Tm'ilctaii! niiil Turdiili. Sonio coiiRidcr tliRin nn 
identical niid otliui'ii na distinct nntions. Of tliR luttcr o|iinion is I'olyliiiiH, who 
sitya tho Turdiili nro Bitiintoil to llio norlli of the 'i'urdotiini. At prcacnt, howcrci-, 
there n|i|K-nrs to ho no dilfcrcnco bctnecn tlicin. Tliey nro rcclioncd the nio.Ht 
intelligent of tho Ihcriniis, possess n litcrnlurc, ancient written records, poems, and 
laws in verso, it is siiid, of six tliousnnd yenrs' dutc." 

Witli tlio scant/ notices wliicli exist of what appcnra to liavc hcen n lost 
civilization, it is didicult to judgo in wliicli category of races wo onght to place 
tlicso nations; wliether wo are lo considL-r tlicni as having relation to the Semitic 
family, and originally I'licunician colunisis in S(iain ; or as hclonging to an unre- 
cognised krancli of tho Aryan stocU, or to sonic other unlinown race. 

' Comparative Qrnmninr (Translation), from page 1 thronghout; and in In's 
work Ucbcr die VerwandUicliaft der nialnyiscli polyncsischcn Sprnclien mit den 
iiidiscli-europiiisclicii, in pp. 1, 13, 15, l(j, Iltl, etc. He BAye of tho European 
members of this family of languages, " dcm Sanskrit schwestcrlicli die Hand 
reiclicn," not contemplating tho possiliility of its being shown that tho Sanskrit had 
ceased to be a spolicn language several centuries before those dialects were formed, 
or tho liistorical existence of tho nations who sjioko them. AVithout the rcconni- 
tion of ttio principle of the pro-cxistcnco and influence of tho Sanskrit as an 
ancient tongue in determining tlie true meanings of words in various languages, it 
would have been impossiblo for Lassen, ^Vcstorgnard, and Rawlinson to have suc- 
cessfully interpreted the Cuuciforni-Persic inscriptions; or for Durnouf to havo 
niteinpted lo correct and restore tho language of the Vandid^d Sildali. It would 
liavo boon equally as impossiblo for Hopp himself to liavo written liis masterly 
work witliout, perhaps, uncoDsciously admitting that priuciplc. 

VOL. XVT. N 
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AUIiotigli it 18 ])riiicipally from tho nattiro and Btriioturo of tl.o 
Sanskrit language itself, from its arcliaio forms combinod with the im- 
prees of an early cultivation, and from its capability of resolving into 
inlclligiblo meanings nearly the whole bulk of the radical words con- 
tained in the derivative langungcs of Persia, Greece, Itomo, Central 
Europe, &o., yet, fron> the remarkable internal evidence aftbrded by 
the primitive religion of the Vedas;' from the mythological syBtom of 
tho Puntnas, thougli of a later ago than the Vodas, being found to prc- 

I In rcforcnco to tlie nge of tlic sdktns of tho Vcdns, nftcr tlic opinions wliicli 
Imvo boon cxprossod by Sir William Jones wlio, in spcalting of tlio Ynjnr-vcdii, 
gives 1600 n.c. (Inst, of Menu, prof., p. 12) ns its probnble (Intoj nn<l Colobroolto 
(with whom Foley coiiicldos, Flliif Upnii, prcf., p. 2), who supposes, froni n»tronn< 
niical data, 1400 u.c. ns tho epoch of their collection into tho form of Sanliitits, 
thus implying aan<e time nntcccdout to tills dato ns tho period of their general 
currency in India (Miscellaneous Essnys, I. pp. IOI>, 200, !i:t2), it might seem 
supererogatory to oflur any further observation ou tho question, Willi every 
respect for the opinions of tlioso distinguished men, to whom, with Willdlis and 
Professor Wilson, tho present generation of Orientalists must over bo indebted for 
opening the path to a new and vast field of philological and historical research, I 
beg to observe that ns the cflbrts of Lcpsius, Duiiseii, nnd other investigators In 
collecting data from tho nionumenta of ]i!gypt, are tonding to establish a moro 
collect system of chronology than now prevails, I consider the above conjectures 
(for they are only given as such by their niilliors) far from even npproxiniating to 
tlie true epoch of the composition of the siiktas of tho Vedas. My imprcssiou is 
grounded on the following considerations. 

Tho dates of tho reigns of several kings in tho dynasties of Miinctlio, and 
other important events in the history of Kgypt, have now been flxed on a eatis- 
factory basis. Thus tlio epoch of the comnienccment of the cighloeiilh dynasty is 
IGOO u.c. ; the invasion of the Ilyksos, 2200 n.c, ; the reign of Ameucmhn III,, 
of the twelfth dynasty, the builder of the original Inbyrinlli, 2300 n.c. | reformation 
of the Kgyptiau ealeudar, 27U2 n.c. ; iiitroductiuii of the solnr calendar, il2U2 u.c. ; 
epoch of Cliepren-Snefru, Cheops-Cliufu, and Menkcra, of tho fourth dynasty, 
builders of tlio pyramids of Giznh, between 34;iO and 3400 u.c, ; and tho itist 
year of Blenes is " historically established " as occurring in 3U93 n.c. (Lcpsius, 
Chronologic der ./Egyplcr, I. p, 499.) i'npyrus was employed by the Egyptians 
before the year 3400 u.c, ns ascertained from inonnmeuts of tho fourth nnd iifth 
dynasties; nnd liicroglyphical writing was aheaili/ in use in tho timu of Meiics. 
(I)miscn, in jTIgyptens Stelle in der Weltgescliichtc, I. pp. 33—30.) Osyninndyns 
— tlint is, Uamnsscs-SIiamun — in the fourteenth ocntury u.c, had an oxteusivo 
library in his tcmplo at Tliebes, which had been collected from the more nucicnt 
libraries of his predecessors. (Duiiscn, id., p, 39,) 

With tho existenco of these facts, without citing others of a similnr nature, 
drawn from the history of Egypt, I cnnnot suppose that tho Arynus were, at co-oval 
periods of their history, even viewing them ns ethnically unconnected witli llio 
Egyptians, in a less advanced state of civilization; or that society could liavo 
existed in India without n moral or religious code, which must have been based on 
the Vcdns, long ages anterior to the dates assigned by our Oricutiilisls for the 
period of their composition. 

M. Langlois, tho French trnnslator of tho Ilig-veda, supposes timt a portion of 
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vail )u a fragmentary and imperfect state in tlio earliest myths and 
legends of Greece, Home, Central Europe, and Persia ;' supported as 
tlicso facts generally are in the writings of Jones, Wilford, Colekrooke, 
Uohlon, Bcnfcy, and confirmed by a reference to the scattered notices 
of India to bo found iu the numerous classical authorities collected by 

tlioin, tlio sAktns, nro co-ovnl nt Inast witli tlio great pyramids of Egypt. Ho 
oLservc!), " viiiiipnad i\ iiiio dpuquc iiniiiiiinorialc, c'cst lo moiiumniit litttfrnirc lo 
plun niicicn qui nit 616 coiiucrvd, et il iioii!) rcpivKcntc, dans I'liintoiro do I'usprit 
liiiinniii, uiio pimse iiiconiiiie, at d'autaiit plus liittfrcssniitc & dtudicr qu'cllo pcut 
nous r^vi'lcr le puint do ddpnrt dcs priiicipulcs id^os qui ont doiniiid toulc I'aiiti- 
quiltf classicpic. Mcrvoillcuse dtudo h potirsulvrc, que cello qui bo fait nur uii 
livi'c, coiitcuiporniii, daiiH quelqucs-uuoH nu niuins do sea parties, do cgb grniidH 
inonuincnla d'Egypto dont In picrro est encore silciicicuacnicut duiginntlquc !" 
(Introducliuii to tlie Translation of the lUg-vcda, p. I.) I agree with liini and 
Professor Wilson in the opinion tliat the liynnia of the Ulg-veda wore composed nt 
Bucccaslve periods (Id., p. 12), nnd considcralily anterior to the epoch of the first 
two Vliinas. Whctlicr the four sacred booha of tho EgypliniiH are the Vedas 
tlicniBulvea, or n inodiricd form of (lie saiiio, ia not ns yet ascertained from tho 
monuments of Egypt; hut any distinct notice or nllusiou to thcni in the monu- 
nicnts would not only conliini the greater antiquity of those works (linn is admitted, 
hut would ciiahlo ua thou to npproxiinato In floino degree to the cpouli, or epochs, 
if not of thoir composition, at least to (hat of (heir first general prevalence and 
reception in India as tho foundation of the religious Kyiitcni of tlic Aryans. 

' " The fundamental parta of tho Purdnas," Bays 'f roycr, " are aa ancient as 
the Vedas thcniselvea." (Prelim. Pis. to his translation of the DaliistiSn, p. 01)). 
Vans Kuiiiiedy had made tho Maine uhscrvnlion before. Uuriiouf says of tho 
Dlnigavatn Puriinn, the iiumt recent, it Is uupposcd, of tlio eliiss (and (he oliserva- 
lion applies to the whole of tliein), " II appartieiit pour Ic fund eoinmc pour In 
furliie, h uii ensemble d'oiivrages dont on no posscdc encore que des frn^menlH, 
dont on igiioro I'urigino et I'liistoire, ct dont In lauguo ii'c«t comprise que d'liii 
petit nombi'o d'erudits." (IJIiiJg. Pur., Pref., p. 1.) Again, with respect to llitir 
ago: " lis aont dgalemcnt anic'rieurs, pour )n plus grnndo pnrtie, a la revolution 
o]>dr<!o par lo liouddhisnic daus I'Indo bIx uiuelea nu moiiis nvnnt notro ere." 
(Id., p. eix.) Indcpendi:ntly of being expressly mentioned in Mnnii, clinp. III. 
bI. 232, and XH, JO.-) (da(o according to Sir Win. Jones, 0(10— 1200 ii.c, lust, 
of Menu, Pief. p. II); in the code of Yiijnawalliya, tho Mil^kshniii, line 5j in 
tho Uiimityana, Ayodhydkaiidn, chap. XV. al. 10, p. 351, Sclilegel's ed. ; in the 
Malitiblniratn, Adipiirwa I., si, 17, 2.'i, 220(1, etc., tho ngca of wliicli, according to 
hnaiicn and Alexander von Iliimljuldt, considerably precede that of the appearance 
of Duddlia, the latest date assigned to whom ia in the sixth century n.c, tho 
Puriinaa aro twico cited ns tlie fifth Vedn in the Chhiindagyn upniiialiad of the 
Sliina-vedn; In the Vrilmd-iiranyaka iipaiiiahad of tlio Ynjur-vcda, pp. !)0, &,5, flO, 
Pulcy's cd, 1)144; in tlio Muiidiikn upunishad of tho Atharva-vcda, p. 117; and, 
I have no doubt, hi other ancient woika as yet little known. 

From these aullioritiea, corroborated by that of C'olehrooke, who says " (hat tlie 
names of ilihlisa and piirAun are anterior to Vydsa" (Mitic I. K^sny.s, I. p. II), 
nnd of Professor Wil.son, who is of o|>inion that "a very great portion of the con- 
tents of many, some portion of the contents of all, is geuuino and old" (Vishnu 
Pur. Trans., Pref. p. vi), there can bo littlo doubt that the prioiitivc portions of 

N 2 
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Scliwanbeck (Mcgostiienis Indica, 184G), it may bo considered as 
CBtablisbcd, I presume, tbat long anterior to tho foundation of Homo, 
or tbo settlement of tbo HcHenio communities, tlio Aryan race of India 
Lad attained to a high degree of civilization. This is furtlicr evinced 
by tiie great body of Vaidik literature in tiie form of sCiktas, briibmafias, 
upanisliads, siitras, &o. ; by tho codes of Manu, Y6jnawalkyn, and 
other legislators ; by the fundamental and most ancient portion of tho 
Piirrifma ; by a scries of grammarians from a rcmoto period to Pdniiii ; 
by the great heroic poems of the lliUniiyana and tho Mahiibhrtrata ; 
by Dhanwautari and his successors in medicine, Aryabhatta in tho 
mathematics and astronomy, Qotama in logic, and, if tho means of 
rcsourcli were extant, by other names of nucient celebrity.' 

All the existing works in Sanskrit are, in my opinion, but the re- 
mains of a literature v^hich, I think, there are good grounds to infer 
had flourished and declined, though subsequently revived at diflTcrent 
epochs, before the period to which I have referred, when a great por- 
tion of Europe appears to have been inhabited by rude tribes. 

The language of the Aryan race, however, has been found to have 
spread itself over a succession of cxtonsivo regions, from Aryavarlta, 
through Ariana, Persia, Armenia, Phrygia, Macedonia, Greece conti- 
nental and insular, Italy, the islands of Sardinia and Corsica, Spain, 
Gaul, Britain, Germany, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Southern and 
central Russia in Europe, Southern Russia in Asia, portions of central 
Asia, and in an easterly direction through Burinah to tho confines of 
the Chinese monarchy j also southward, at a very early period, to the 
whole extent of the peninsula of India, as well as to tho opposite coast 
of tho bay of Bengal, down to the peninsula of Malacca (Lankii, ac- 
cording to Wilford), and the great islands of tho Indian Archipelago, 
as Sumatra, Java, Borneo, and other islands of tho Indian and Paciflo 
Oceans. Tho question now presents itself,— 

tlic PiiriSnna nrc next in pniiit of niiliqiiity to tlio si'iktns of tlio Vcdna, niul gciic- 
rnlly more nucient timn tlio Urillimnnas, upmiisliads, nii<] sAtraa, nud tlio two Kicat 
heroic poems. (Coinimro Wiiidisclminmi, In Ida Snncnrn, sivo do tlicoloRiimoniB 
Ycdnnticorum, pp. 55—07; and Vans Kennedy, llescnrolius into tlio nnuiro mid 
aOinity of ancient niid Ilindn Mylliology, pp. 10!), 304, 805.) 

< In tlie old Prittisitkliyn grnninmrs of tlio Ycdns, thirly-aix nucient grnni- 
ninrinna nre mentioned by name, moat of whom nro nlludcd to by I'liniui ond 
Yilskn, nnd are noticed in the Vrilind-drnnynUa and Altnreya Upnnialmde. (See 
Rudolph Koth, Zur Litteratur und Geseliiehto dee Weda, pp. C5, 06.) Vopa- 

devn, in liia list of roota, the ^f^^'^"^TI (Itavi-knipa-druraa), quolea Kaiidra, 

Kdsnkrilsna, Apisnii, Sdkaldyana, na grammarians who floucishcd autciior to 
rduiui, (Westergasrd, Radices Sanscritte, p. C.) 
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How has this phenomenon arisen 1 Movr hns the Aryan language, 
of which the ^^rf, Sanskrit, is the most perfected form, been dis- 
seminated over sucJi vast regions of tlio globe 1 

To answer this question satisfactorily would be to enter into an 
elaborate investigation into the origin and history of the various 
nations who have occupied tho cxtonsivo territories in which not only 
a great portion of tho radical words of the Aryan tongue itself lias 
been found, constituting, as those words do, the languages of the prin- 
cipal existing nations of luiropo and Asia, but vestiges of a religion, 
mythological system, and institutions, which must at soino former 
period, it may bo Icgitinuitoly induced, have prevailed in these coun- 
tries, but which have been considerably modified in the course of ages 
by subsequent historical events. In tho present state of our know- 
ledge, when llio great bulk of ancient Sanskrit literature (with tho 
oxeoplion of tho small 'portion which has already appeared in print) 
roniains still in manuscript, unread, untranslated, unknown, and diQi- 
cult of access, such an attempt is impossible. 

All that can bo done, until more data are aflforded by the exami- 
nation of the works which aro still imperfectly known to us, is to 
present a few cursory and general observations only, on some facts 
connected with tho history of this people. It is only since their lan- 
guage has been studied in Kuropo by a few scholars, and a portion of 
its literature become known, that tho latter are in a position to form, 
perhaps, a more correct notion of the source whe.nce the early civiliza- 
tion of the Hellenic states, of the nations of Italy, of the Germanic 
tribes, of tho Celts of Spain, Gaul, Dritain, in short of all the peoples 
whoso languages can bo traced to Sanskrit, has been derived. 

If it bo asked upon what ground is such a conclusion founded, I 
reply — upon tho fact, alrcadyanticipatcd, that all tho languages of tho 
Aryan family, and consequently all their dialects, subdialects, and va- 
rieties, have been framed from a Sanskrit basi.s, and aro only modified 
ami corrupted f<u-ms of what was once tho original tongue of tho 
Aryan race of India. 

From tho preceding premises, however meagre and incomplete in 
some respects, yet suflicicnt, perhaps, for tho present purpose, I am 
disposed to draw the two following general conclusions t 

First, that all tho above nations, whoso ethnical speech can bo 
shown from comparative philology to bo derived from Sanskrit, have 
sprung from tho migrations and dis])ersiou of the ancient Aryan race 
of India, cfl'cetcd in tho course of ages (whether originally with a view 
to establish colonies or otherwise is inimaterial), through causes which 
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nro in constant operation in tlio liisfovios of all races ancient and mo- 
dern; such ns religious sohisnis, political dissensions, and civil wars, 
tlic consequence of which, with reference to the Aryans, was the cx- 
]>n1$ion from India of tlio defeated parties, and their founding various 
states in the countries into which they migrated, principally in a 
westerly direction. 

Or, secondly, that the Aryans, at a period ns yet undetermined, 
advanced towards and invaded the countries to the west and north- 
west of India, con(|nercd tlio various tribes who occupied the laud, 
who must have been in every respect, in arts, arms, and civilization, 
inferior to themselves and easily reduced to subjection. On these they 
must have imposed their religion, institutions, and language, whioh 
latter appears to have obliterated nearly all traces of the former non- 
Aryan language, or languages, of tho conquered tribes. I conceive 
this to liavo been oflccted in a manner analogous to the conquests, in 
more recent times, of tho llomans, and the dissemination of the Latin 
tongue, in Gaul, Spain, and other regions subjugated by the llomans. 

Of these two conclusions I am of opinion that tho latter has tho 
greater probability in its favour ; for it is scarcely possible that the 
Aryans, in their progress to the west, should have passed territories 
entirely uninhabited. All tho regions they traversed must have boon 
occupied by some variety or other of tho human species ; whoflier 
aboriginal tribes of whoni nothing is now known, or races connected 
cither with the Chinese of tho oxtremo oast of Asia, or tho so-called 
Semitic race of tho cxtronio west of tho same continent. Tlioro docs 
not appear, however, to have bcon any groat nation in central or 
western Asia capable of resisting their advance, as no traces of any 
fuch nation, no vestiges of a non-Aryan tongue, exclusive of tho mixed 
Cliino-Tatar dialects and Semilio languages, have bcon met with. 
Tlio Finnish, Turkish, Tiingusian, ^Mongolian, and other races, were 
cither not encountered by the Aryans, or not in existence at that 
earl}' period. All these appear to be of comparatively recent origin, 
and to have sprung up in central and northern Asia Bubsoqiiently to 
tho passage of tho Aryans and their mixed descendants, the Indo- 
Scythians and other kindred branches, into Enropo, which may bo 
aptly considered as, physico-geographically, only tho great north- 
western peninsula of Asia.' 



' This view is confirraed by Schott, (a tho Abliniidlungeu der kijiiiglichcu 
Akndcinie der Wisaensclmftcii zu Berlin, for 1049, p. 3S3, wlio hns rcmnrlicd tlinl: 
ill the tniigiingcs of tlio Turkish nud Finnish tribes of Central Asia ninny terms 
wliicli were sujiposcd to be of pure Tatar origin ato trnecablo to SnuBlcrit. lid 
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Sovoval \vc\\ established historical ovouts, which have happened in 
fiiiccooding times, may bo cited in support of tho view I tako of the 
spread of tho Aryan tongue, based, as it is, on a law iniierent in human 
nature, and prevailing in tiio histories of all nations — tho imposition 
of tho language and institutions of tho conquering race on the people 
conquered. Thus the irruption of tho Anglo-Saxons into Britain, in 
the liftli coiilury, forced the Ooltic language of tho inhabitants (o rc- 
codo before Iho Anglo-Saxon, which, six centuries later, yielded in its 
turn to tho effects of tho Norman invasion, in the production of Eng- 
liijh in its dift'cront forms. A stronger analogy exists in the conquests 
of tho Arabs, in tho seventh and eighth centuries, and tho spread of 
their language over Syria, Asia Minor, Mesopotamia, Persia, (iml 
Afghanistan, to tho conrines of India and Chinese Tatary on the cast; 
and Egypt, Nubia, central and northern Africa, to Spain and Portugal 
in tho west. 

But the strongest analogy, perhaps, which can bo adduced for tho 
extension of tho Sanskrit language and Aryan civilization over Asia 
and Europe is tho extension of tho Eugliah language and civilization 
over a great portion of the continent of North America, which is 
actually taking place, and which, familiar as it is, has its prototype in 
the migrations, conquests, and settlement of tho ancient Aryans in 
Western Asia and Europe. It is ouly the repetition of an historical 
fact, nccomplislicd long ages past by our predecessors. 

There are no data to enable us to judge whether tho local tribes 
the Aryans may have met with occupying tho intermediate regions, 
wore, with the exception of tho nations of Scmitio origin, in a state 
of civilization more advanced than that of the red men of America, 
whom the English colonists encountered, and expelled from the lands 
tlioy origiinilly possessed. 

To illustrate tho analogy drawn from Uoman history by a simple 
parallel : — 

inulauccB llio Sanukrit 'Sjf^ («yo) ft»d ^^ (ent) as constituting tlio roots of 

nunicrouH words in tlic Inngiiagce of tlioso tribcH, tlic same ns in tlio Iiidu-Kuropcan 
faiuily of liiiigiiiig<!S, Siiiuc tlio [icrlod of tlio first extension of tlio Aryan toiigiio 
ill n westerly direction from India, a coiieiderublo nuinlicr of various languages 
linve boon dissciniiinted by tlio Cliino-'i'alar nations over central and nortlicrn 
Asia and nortlicrn and eastern Eurojic, in tlio languages of tlie Iluns and tlieir 
dcsccndantB ; of tlio Finns, {uiro and mixed, Slavonic and Germanic; of tlio 
TnngusiaiiH, comprising tlic thineliu and its mixed Cliiiieso dialects; of the 
Itloiigols, and its varieties, of wliicli tlic Kalmak is the principal; of tlie Turki 
tribes, coinprclicnding the AVighur, Cliaglintai, or Jagbatai, Kipchak, Uem^uli 
aiid other dialects, 
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Tlio iinircrsal dominion of the Romans around tlio basin of the 
Mediterranean, comprehending the conquest of Italy, Gaul, and Spain, 
is an historical event snfliciently familiar to all. To this event is 
generally attributed the rise and formation of the Italian, French, and 
Spanish languages (without dwelling on other dialects of minor impor- 
tance) viewed as independent national forms of speech, and the fact of 
their containing more than three fourths of Latin words, which were 
diil'uscd over these countries after their subjngation by the people who 
spoke the Roman language. Let us suppose that at the dismember- 
ment of the Roman empire in the fifth century, amidst the general 
wreck consequent upon the irruption and ravages of the tribes desig- 
nated as barbarians — more correctly on the invasions and conquests 
(elTected from the same motives and with the same views as those of 
the Romans themselves) of the Gothic nations — the Latin tongue and 
literature had been entirely lost. Let us snj)poso that, after the lapse 
of a thousand years, the language should have been studied and reco- 
vered ; that some of the best works in theology, metaphysics, law, 
history, the drama anil lyric poetry, should have been read, and the 
structure of tlie language fully understood ; that, combined with a gene- 
ral resemblance in the number of radical words and grammatical forms 
fotnul to exist between the restored tongue and tho modern dialects, 
other analogies should have been observed in tho laws and institutions 
of tho ancient and modern nations — analogies too striking to have been 
produced by a mere forluitons coincidence. In such a case, without pur- 
suing the parallel further, some might question, perhaps, the jnstucss of 
any conclusion drawn from such analogies, but others would at once per- 
ceive their high importance to the successful investigation of the causes 
which have produced them . These causes are obviously the conquests 
and settlement of the Romans in the conntrics in which the modern 
languages I have named have been formed. They have sprung from 
Latin, exactly as the nations who speak them have received their cul- 
ture and civilization from Latin sources. 

In further elucidation of tho subject by a still closer parallel, drawn 
from our own historical connection M-illi North America, let us inmgino 
that at some remote future period (for it is just as legitimate to cast a 
glance at probable future events as to review probable past events in 
history), owing to tlio constant vicissitudes to which tho relations of all 
nations are subject, from the ravogcs of wars, tho destruction of records, 
the rise and spread of new religions schisms, or the gradual changes 
cllccted ill national manners, habits, and opinions, by time alone, doubts 
should bo entertained as to the true origin of the iieojilo (supposing 
the present race to continue), who will occupy tho torritoriea which 
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now constituto thuso of tlio United States of Anieriun. TliougU tlio 
laiigungo which the Anglo-Americans now speak will have undergone 
various alterations, and will exhibit an aspect altogether difTerunt from 
that which it bears at the present time, from tiie introduction an<l 
adoption of now words, tho obsoleteness or extinction of others, and 
tho modification of all conditions, moro or less, in the forms of spcecii, 
yet a sullicieul number of radical words will remain, tho genuino Eng- 
lish physiognomy of which will enable any future investigator to de- 
termine, by means of this fundamental stock, combined with collateral 
analogies in laws and institutions, tho connection which must have 
necessarily existed between tho poopio of tho United States and the 
English in past times — to infer, in short, that the language and civili- 
zation of the moro recent had been derived, if they themselves were 
not descended, from tho more ancient race. 

This result will be attained independently of the consideration that 
tho red races of America, and their languages, are rapidly tending to 
extinction. Their present condition does not difibr much from that of 
the aboriginal tribes of Europe, who, with one or two exceptions, per- 
haps, appear to liavo become analogously extinct several centuries 
anterior to tho Christian era, on tho rise, growth, and spread of tho 
Aryan nations over Europe. 

Tho causes which havo produced thcso phenomena in a compara- 
tively recent period of universal history, must havo antecedently 
existed to have produced similar elTocts in earlier times. 

Such is tho position of tho Indo-European family, that is to say, of 
tho Persians, Armenians, and other less important subdivisions of tho 
samo rnco, in Asia Minor] of tho Hellenic tribes of tho south of 
]l!uropo and proximato islands ; of tho nations of Italy, of the Goths, 
Germans, Celts, and of all who speak languages derived from tho 
Sanskrit — such is their position with reference to the Aryans and llicir 
innncdiato descendants, who at some remote period, to which European 
historical records do not roach, appear to havo migrated into regions 
where it would bo impossible that such remains ns now exist of thci 
primitive speech, in tho fundamental portion of tho existing languages 
of theso recent nations, together with vestiges of institutions, (Sec., 
could bo found without such a cause. 

Whether tho stream of migration stopped at intervening points 
between the original land of tho Aryans and tho west, resulting in the 
foundation of new states and principalities, agreeably to the first 
corollary, or whothcr the Aryans advanced more rapidly in their pro- 
gress, spreading their language and religion over tho countries into 
which they ponotratod, though mixing liltio with the aboriginal tribes, 
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in accord with the second conclusion — the result is idonticiil. Tlioir 
langungo hns been found existing, not merely in a fniginontary or 
isolated state, but well cslablislicd, in the gcographiniil tract abovo 
delineated, to the exclusion nearly of the languages of the other two 
distinct races, tbo Cliinoso and the Soniitio-^whioh are principally 
confnied to tlio territories inhabited by either of these, or their descen- 
dants.' 

Nor is tlie extent of territory supposed to have been traversed in 
these migrations nn objection to the hypothesis, siiico antlientio history 
records (ho establishment of two empires fully as extensive as tlio 
limits hero considered, to which tho Sanskrit language has been s|ircad; 
nsimoly, tbo Roman onipiro, us wo have seen, coeval with tho oxtonsion 
of the Latin tongue, from tho first to tho fourth century of tho Chris- 
tian era ', and the empire of the Khalifas, and expansion of tho Arabic 
language, from tho seventh to tho tenth century. I might nanio, also, 
as to extent, the empiro of tho Mongols, under Changiz Kluin and his 
descendants; and, a century and a half later, that of Tiini'ir Lang, 
which reached from tho confines of China to MoskoAv. Tho area of tho 
present llussian empiro is still more vast. Yet these regions liavo 
been overrun, and great empires founded in them by oouquorors, after 
the most sanguinary conlliets, in less time, perhaps, than the Aryans 
took to reach western Asia and Europe. 

Are there grounds then to infer historically that tho Aryans, after 
establishing themselves in Persia and Asia Minor, reached Europe and 
spread themselves over to Greece and Italy? Are there grounds to 
infer that they subsequently founded different principalities in various 
parts of Europe, introducing (heir language, religion, and institutions 1 
Are there grounds to infer that these principalities, after having been 
subjected to the usual vicissitudes observed to exist in all human in- 
stitutions, gradually disappeared, from tho same causes which are scon 
in operation in the more recent histories of other nations t Arc tlicro 
grounds to infer that, after tho rise, |)rogres8, extension, wars, iiitoriml 
dissensions, and final subversion of theso slates, concomitant with tho 
extinction of dynasties of princes and tho disjjorsion of tho people, 
whose language, however, bos still survived In tho existing dialects of 
Ihcir modern successors, an age of darkness analogous to what has 

' This observation does not apply to tlio chnngcB which Imvo been effected in 
various InnguRRCS of Aain from llie sprend of Islilm in flomo regions, mid of Jliid- 
dliism in otticrs, whicli hns talten place nt subsequent epoclis, from wliich numerous 
Arnbic words have been introduced into nil tlio Mulmnnnado-Aryau and Turlusli 
langungea, and Sanskiit words Into the Tibetan, the Chluo-Tatar dialects, and 
Chinese itself. 
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boon (losignatcd as tlio darknoss of tlio iniddlo ago8, coiiscquont on tlio 
subvorsion of tho Roman empire followed, during 'vvliich anto-licUcnio 
poriod all historical rocorda must liavo perished 1 Are wo justified in 
concluding that some such analogous interval of darkness must have 
taken place — in tlio course of which the Aryans appear to have been 
gradually blended with tlio local races, with the certainty, however, 
that thoy very considerably prodoininatod in nnmbors and in ethnical 
constitution, to account for tho remarkable physiognomy in language, 
institutions, &o., which thoy have transmitted to their successors — 
nro we justified in deducing tho existence of this state of things in 
Europe, until the epoch when the Hellenic nations, and, synchronously 
with these, difTcrcnt tribes of Italy and Sicily, began to form them- 
selves into now communities and states, to enter, in their turn, into a 
now caroor of national oxistciico, and to play tlioir part on tho groat 
stago of universal history 1 In tho absence of more positive data, to bo 
obtained from comparatiro history and further research, I am of opi- 
nion that tliero are grounds to answer tlicse questions generally in the 
aflirmative ; but it is tho future historian of tho Aryan race, and their 
relations with ancient Europe, who will have to cuter more fully into 
tho difliciilties connected with a comprohensivo consideration of thi^ 
subject, in order to bo able to present a more satisfactory solution of 
these problems than can bo, for tho present, expected. 

Of lato years an opinion has been gaining an ascendency that the 
Aryans aro a people of an origin foreign to tho soil of India, wbicii 
they aro prcsumod to have invaded and conquered, and to have im- 
posed their religion and institutions on tho so-called aborigines. Al- 
though this opinion is entertained by several distinguished men whoso 
ideas on the question are ontitled to great consideration, on examina- 
tion, however, it appears to be founded on very insuflicient data, ami 
to bo based on no fact of historical authenticity. The only thing of 
any importance connected with tlii.s hypothesis, and on which it seems 
to rest, is the circumstancu that the languages and physical type of the 
scattered hill tribes of India have been found to differ from tlio.se of tho 
Aryan Hindus, and to icscmblo tlio,so of some of tho Tatar nations, 
according to a few authorities ; or to those of the Chinese, according to 
others; or to tlioso of tho Tamuliaii.s, in conformity with the opinions of 
another class. But to assume that a few isolated semi-barbarous tribes, 
inconsiderable in numbers, sonio of whom live as outcasts of Hindu 
society in the forests, and others are of notorious predatory habits, wiio 
possess nothing in thoshapo of a collection of writings which constitute 
an original or cultivated literature, such as is tho Sanskrit ; who have 
no written records or laws, no system of religion transmitted froni 
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niicieni times by even oral tradition ; no well-definod institutions, and 
■who can give, in sitort, no satisfactory account of tlieniselvos — to 
nssunio that sucli tribes nro .tho aborigines of India, or that thoy aro 
more ancient tlian tho early civilized Aryan Hindus, is to maintain tho 
reverse of what facts, based on tlio results of ooniparativo philological 
rcsearclies, indicate. 

If it be well established that tho dialects of these people aro analo- 
gous in original structure to any of the languages of the Tatar tribes — 
themselves, as wo have scon, of comparatively recent origin — it is jios- 
sible they may be descended from 6(une of the barbaric hordes, who, 
under various denominations, such as tho 'Sakas, Ili'inas, &c., are men- 
tioned by Sanskrit writers as having invaded India at difl'orent periods. 
Theso irruptions, which took place during the deolino of tho political 
power of tho Hindu princes of AVostorn India, though Bometimos suc- 
cessful, must have terminated more generally in tho defeat aud disper- 
sion of the invaders, and in their taking refuge in the hills and forests. 
The event haa subsequently given rise, perhaps, to the formation of 
those isolated tribes who have been mistaken for aborigines. It is pos- 
sible also that they may bo mixed descendants of tho Taniulians and 
the low castes of the Hindus themselves. 

Tho opinion to which I allude, however, may have originated from 
another source, and seems to be the consequence of an erroneous inference 
drawn from a misapprehension of the subject of the ancient historical 
perm of the Uiimfiyana. Every Sanscritist knows that the principal 
subject of this poem is tho war between Iltima, tho son of Dafiaratha, 
king of Ayodhyd, one of tho most ancient cities of India, who at that 
period was tho most powerful princo of the Aryans in tho north, and 
llrtvaiia, a powerful prince reigning over the southern portion of the 
peninsula and Ceylon. Whether Riivafia, divested of his preternatu- 
ral character of a rakshas, conferred on him by poetical license, and 
subjected to an impartial historical examination, is to bo intcrprolcd 
as an Aryan prince, and in that case the war between him and lli'nna 
was a civil war; or whether ho is to bo regarded as tho chief of a 
race ethnically distinct from the Aryans and ruling over a portion of 
southern India and Ceylon, whose sway possibly reached to Sumatra, 
Java, and the coast of Malacca, does not properly fall within the scope 
of this limited paper to consider. I think the latter hypothesis has 
the greater historical probability. 

Is it legitimate, however, to infer that because tho Aryans early 
spread to tho south, as they did to tho west and north-west, whether 
nnder RAina or prior to him is immaterial, and extended themselves 
over the peninsula, they also originally invaded, froni some unknown 
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region, and conquered India itself? If so, the same argument might 
lie applied to the origin and spread of the Ilomaiis, who might bo pre- 
sumed to have invaded Italy from some oxlornal unknown region, 
because they early spread their conquests to the south, as they did in 
other directions, and subjugated the tribes of that part of Italy and 
Sicily.' But we know from authentic history tiiat the Romans arose 
from one city and region of Italy : that, by the peculiar social organi- 
zation, energy of character, national genius, and union, which distin- 
guished them for several centuries, they gradually extended themselves 
over and subjugated those territories which subsequently formed one 
vast empire. Though the sources of our information with reference 
to the Aryan race, which must bo principally derived from Sanskrit 
literature, are, as yet less known than those aftordcd by classical lite- 
rature for the elucidation of various questions relating to early Home, 
yet by a cloao comparison of facts and the observance of striking ana- 
logies in the universal history of difterent nations — analogies developed 
from the unity and homogeneity of the laws which govern the progress 
of tho human race — an approxiihation may be attained, I think, to 
tho solution of tho problem of tho spread and expansion of the pcopio 
and tho language under consideration. 

Tho above notion, moreover, may have arisen from the vague Kcn.so 
uttached by ourselves to tho ethnic term " India," whicli has been applied 
to territories which, in tho early history of the race, did not belong, 
strictly speaking, to Ary&-vartla, the land of the ancient Aryans, tliat 
is to say, to India-Proper, tho land of the true Indians. Without refer- 
ring to a variety of authorities, such as the Humdyana, the Blmrata, 
tho Vishfiu, Uliugavata, and other Purafias, which have incidentally 
alluded to tlio subject, a few pa.ssages from the second chapter of the 
'■ Dliarma-fiastra of Mann," relative to the early scat of the Ilindu.s, 
though well known to Orientalists, with tho inferencea to which llicy 
leail, will place the question, perha2>s, in a clearer point of view. In 
6loka sovcnleen we read : 

"That whicli is between tho Saraswati and tho Drishadwat, rivers 
of tho gods, that country, laid out (nirmita) by the gods, is called 
Brahnia-vartta." 

' It would lio (|uUo lis legitimate to maiiitniu tlint tlio Arabs wcro iuuiiigr.ints 
mid roruipiiicra in Arabia, tlic Chinese in China, or the Iletleiiic nations in Greece, 
as to inaiutain that tlio Aryans were immigrants or forcignciu in Aryi'i-vartla. 
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Brahnid-rarlla, at a more recent period of tlio (lovoloptnont of tlio 
Hindu religions luind, might Iiavo designated tlio region of tlio Hiinit- 
laya whore religious austerities and niortilications wore porfornicd. 
But viewed as the seat of tho iucipiont civilization of tho Hindus, its 
occupation may bo considered as the first era in their history. It is 
generally very briefly alluded to in the Purrtnas and by all Siiuskrit 
writers. Their connection with this region seems to relate to tho 
period of their first well recugnizod establishment in social communi- 
ties and political organization — tho infancy of tlioir nation. Hero I 
may remark that the first epoch of the rise and appearance of every 
people is always obscure and difficult of investigation. This applies, 
with very few exceptions, to tho true historical foundation of many 
modern as well as ancient states. 

As the Aryans increased in uuinbors, and advanced in the know- 
ledge of tho arls necessary to social progress and civilization, they 
began to extend thomsolvcs in various directions, and must have early 
jicoplcd the fertile valleys watered by the Qnnges, tho Janind, and 
other streams which fall into these" rivers. Wo find them next in 
occupation of tho region thus dollned in sloka 21 : 

" That which lies midway between Hliuaviid and Viiulhya, to tho 
cast of Vinasa, to the west of Prayfiga, is celebrated as Madhya-deSa." 

This is tho territory extending, as is sufficiently intelligible, from 
(ho lower range of tho Himalaya on tho north-cast to tho Vindhya 
chain on the west. In these regions, so highly favoured by nature for 
the growth and support of a rising nation, tho Aryans early founded 
llie well known cities of Ayodhyii, Prayrtga, and Benares, avIiIcIi aio 
slill nourishing ; and several otlier cities, the ruins of some of wliich 
only now remain, whilst others have left no vestiges but their names. 
The occupation of Madhya-dcsa by the Aryans may bo regarded as tho 
second era in their history. 

At a subsequent epoch, though still remote in reference to the poli- 
tical foundation of tho most ancient of our western nations, whoso anti- 
quity is comparatively of recent date in universal history — at the epoch 
of the composition of tho sCiktas, or hymns, of the Vedas, the Aryans 
were already settled in the extensive tract of country reaching from 
Kuru, or more definitely the Paiijab, in tho north-west, to tho bay of 
Bengal in tho southeast, tho Indian Ocean to tho south-west, and had 
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progressed considerably to tlie south. In several passages of tlic Rig- 
yeda, "the ohiost extant records of the ancient world/" allusion is 
familiarly made to tlio ocean, to ships, uicrcliants, chariots, the niC' 
chanical arts, an<l otiior acconipanimenls of a civilization already estab- 
lished. Indeed the very circunistance of the composition of the suktas 
of the Vcdas in the measured language of j)oetry, argues a previous 
state of national existence, during which interval the learned — the 
lirahmans — ninat havo Leon cngngod for no inconsidcrnhlo period in 
cultivating, improving, and polishing their language, so as to adapt it, 
in conformity with the requirements of their primitive religion, and 
the hclief then jirovailing in India, to be the medium of ollcring praiso 
or solicitation to the deities in tlio hymns, or conveying religious in- 
struction to the people in the more expanded form of the bri'ihinanas, 
or siitras. The Aryan tonguo had already attained the first degree of 
santkritum, if I may so express myself, that is to say, of metrical re- 
finement and precision suflicieiit for the purpose then desired. This is 
the territory described in the following iSloka : 

" As far as the sea to the east, and the sea to the west, bctwcon 
those two moiintnins, lies the country which tiie intelligent know as 
AryA-vartta."» Mann 11.22. 

In the ago in which the code of Manu was compiled, Arya-vartta — 
of which Drahma-vartta was in succeeding times contemplated aa a. sort 
of " holy land," and Madhya-desa a considerable district — popularly 
designated tho country of the Aryans, and coiiHlitutcd, as before inti- 
mated what may bo considered as India-Proper, in contradistinction 
to tho Dakhin, or country to the south in tho peniusiilii, which origi- 
nally and properly understood, did not form a part of Aryd-vartta, or 

> Wilunn, Translation of llio llig-vcdu, lulrod,, p. <(U. 

' Tho oxprcsaioM '»^''B|^y"JJ'^ff ; t}^; "ttio knd of tlio batbarinns is 

nllogotlicr difrcrciil," wliicli occura at tlio end of tlio next Blok.n, would scarcely 
liavo occurred to any one speaking of n region which had been acquired by his 
uountrynicit by invasion and subjugation j when, had such an event really 
happened, or hud any tradition of such un event existed, it is more probable that 
the eircuinslancc would have been ineutioned with some degree of imtioiml pride, 
or been alluded to in some mttinicr or other. No such tradition is to be found 
throughout tho whole extcut of Sanskrit literature, nucient or modern. 
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India-Proper.' It was aubsequcutly to tlicir extension over this terri- 
tory and its occupation, whicli may be regarded as tlio third era in 
their history, when the Aryans had attained an advanced state of civi- 
lization, when tlio Vedas had been composed, and a national system 
of religion established ; when tho Brahmanical hierarchy had been 
formed, tho Aryan tongue cultivated, and codes of law compilod ; 
when tribes had separated under particular princes, and founded diffe- 
ront governments in various parts of the country ', when religious 
schisms had begun to arise, anti-Brahnianical sects had increased, poli- 
ticnl dissensions and civil war had spread their cflccts— that the mi- 
grations in a westerly and north-westorly direction, which terminated 
in the extension of the Aryan tongue over the geographical zone I have 
pointed out, took place. 

It is tho race of tho peninsula who may bo more broadly con.- 
trnstod with the Aryans than the rudo hill-tribes. The early inhabi- 
tants of tho Dakliin appear to have been a people distinct by raco 
and language from the Aryans, Their descendants, however much 
blended with the latter and with other nations, aro obviously llio 
southern peopio whoso natural speech is the Tamul, or tho dialects 
based upon this tongue, which are now more or less mixed with tho 
Sanskrit. They appear to iiavo formed an empire in tho south of India 
and in the contiguous islands, to which I have already alluded ; over 
these the princo designated IWvana by tlio Sanskrit writers, seems to 
have reigned contemporaneously with lldnm, and to havo sustained a 
protracted war with him, with altcrnato success, until his final over- 
throw and death. After this event it might be presumed that tho 
wholo of the peninsula was subjugated by tho Aryans, and tho Vaidik 
religion introduced. Of this southern empire, however, considered as 
representing an independent nationality, no records from purely Tamu- 
lian sources are extant. Nothing definite is known of it anterior to 
tho Aryan connection. It is from Sanskrit sources that it may, I 
think, be inferred. 

Although the existence of a non-Aryan peopio and nationality in 
the south aro attested by the Tamuliau race and language, tho tradi- 
tions of tho Tamulians do not reach that period of their history which 
should relate to thomselvcs as a peopio distinct from tho Aryans in 

"^ImT^tT ('<^*:y<(-*""'«a) employed as tlio nnme of Indin, not in ils striutly 
etyinolagical sense, diflers very little in sif;i)iflcalion from tlio modern Persian 
,.iIjLmi> JlAj (//iMddsWn), except being more limited iii ils npiilication, fiist used liy 
tho Muhauimadiuis when speaking of the saiuo country, nnd which we still retain. 
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religion, laws, and institutions. Tiioy have never known tliomsclvea 
othorwiao than as Hindus, Tiio loss of this recollection points to a 
ronioto antiquity ns tho probable period of that conipicst, though this 
OYont — tho subjugation of tho peninsula considered as having booii 
previously occupied by a mlediha or barbarian people — is not recog- 
nized as such by any Sanskrit authority. 

Tho Taniulians may have been rising as a distinct people and 
forming social communities, or states, in tho south of India, coevally 
with tho Aryans in the north, lint there is nothing to indicate that 
tho Tamulians, tho hill-tribes, or any other recognised indigenous r.ace, 
were ever in possession of Aryd-vartta anterior to the Aryans. Under 
tho supposition of tho synchronous existence of tho Tamulians it might 
be expected that, after a certain interval of time, they had attained, 
under similar circumstances, to an equal degree of civilization with tho 
Aryans, before thoy came in contact with tho latter. What literary 
or other monuments, of purely Tamulian or non-Aryan origin, have 
they to show that thoy ever reached this advanced state f If we turn 
to the Tamul language, tho existence of wliich alone determines tho 
question of a separate race, wo ought to find a literature, or at least 
tho remains of one, embodying some record of a religion, laws, and in- 
stitutions entirely diilbrcnt from Hindui,sm, and altogether independent 
of Sanskrit. Instead of which, howovor, wo find that every work in 
Tamul, as well as in Tchigu, Canarosc, and other cognato dialects, wlio- 
ther on graunnar, law, medicine, religious or poetical subjects, boars 
tho stamp of a comparatively modern Hinduism. Thero is nothing in 
tho shape of a record of the Tamul mind which can recall to us any- 
thing independent of an obvious Sanskrit origin. 

It may bo said that tho Hindus have dc.-itroyed all traces of a for- 
mer auto-Aryan Tamulian civilization. This, however, is scarcely 
possible, if tho people wore at all nuniorous, which thoy would bo after 
being established a few centuries, and if they wero in any degreo 
advanced in tho arts. Some relic of a previously independent national 
existence would have been loft. Tho memorials of the Mackenzie 
collection, amassed in Southern India, whether manuscripts, coins, 
modals, or statues, are all woll-dorined Hindu remains. Such is not 
tho case, however, in reference to a younger branch of the Aryan 
family, further to tho west, as evinced in tho history of Persia. Tho 
Cuneiform and Pohlavi inscriptions, as well as the Vandidd<l Sadah, 
attest to tho prc-exlstenco of a people in Persia, who were conquered 
and expelled from their country by a race far more cruel and fanatical 
than tho Aryans ever wero, and who destroyed, in many instances, 
every vostigo of tho religion, laws, and institutions of tho nations they 

VOL. XVI. 
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subjiigntcd. Yet the P^raJs and llio Zniidic literary remains arc suffl- 
cicnt evidence of tlio former elate of Persia, iiideiiondcnlly of further 
proof from western sources. 

It Is possible, however, that the Tamiilian raconiay have originally 
immigrated into the peninsula from Ceylon, or the opposite coast of 
the bay of Bengal, at a period, though suiBciently remote, subsequent 
to the settlement of the Aryans all over southern India. Although 
this hypothesis is far front being well supported, it is not altogether 
unfounded, from the circnnistanco that the ])]iysical typo of the genuine 
Taunilians and tlio Malays, ns well as their laugu.ages, divested of the 
Sanskrit terms which pervade both Tamut and tlio Kawi tongues, 
appear to present analogies of a common ethnic character. 

Assuuiing the Aryans to have been immigrants in India, according 
to the opinion to which I have adverted, let ns inquire from what 
quarter they are likely to have entered India. Firstly, could they 
have penetrated from the west? From an examination of the struc- 
ture of the Cuneiform-Persic, and Zandic, the oldest forms of the 
dialects of ancient Persia, it is evident that both have been derived 
from the Sanskrit j the rotation which they bear to tho latter being 
analogous to the relation of the Pali orPrilkrit to the same— of Italian 
or Spanish to Latin. This relation, with respect to the Zandic, is 
confirmed by detached and fragmentary allusions in the ritual of tho 
Yaana, or Vandidrfd Sadali, to well-known personages mentioned in 
the Vcdns and Puriiiias, to Hindu deities and ancient heroes, allusions 
verified by tho use of expressions which are only modified Zandio 

representatives of their original Sanskrit, such as as^cAjw (hufedra), 

or Aj^^o^cJ^M" (hufedhra, for "^^^^ (subhadra), "tho auspicious," a 

title of Vishnu; AiypA»/Gc/c(p (verothrngna), and its synonymd 

/AJjAi^cjc^cy' (verethra-zau), for ^'^IP (vritroglina) and a'^'^Sf 

(vritrah.an), "slayer of Vritra; epithets of Indra; j^jA»t«A»?A50>' 

(har.akaiti), for ^"!([^^ (Saraswnti), considered either as tho river, 

or in tho P.aurauic boikoo of tho briilo of Brahmii and goddess of 
cloquciico J and nuinorous other expressions of a similar character 
which occur in the Yosna; thus proving that tho ancient Persians 
derived both the names of the personages mentioned in their scrip> 
turcs and their language itself from tho Aryans, and wcro themselves 

' I)o|>|), Conip. Oriim. Traus. e. 3G, p. 33 ; niid Durnouf, Commcntairc sur lo 
Ynyn.i, p. UIO. 

* Durnouf, id., notes, pp. xci. xoii. 
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no other tliati tho (lescondants of a branch of the latter people who 
had seceded from their brethren, and migrated to the west, or been 
expelled from their native country from the cfTecta of religions dia- 
seusions resulting in civil war. 

Secondly ; did the Aryans outer India from tho north or north- 
west 1 History does not record the existence of any civilized people, 
nor are there means of ascertaining by comparative philological re- 
search, or a roforonce to monuments, the existence of any such nation 
at this early period, with a language and religious system similar to 
those of tlie Aryans, from whom they might have been descended, who 
could have entered India; for tho difl'erent tribes vaguely denominated 
Scythians by tlio Greek historians, or Turanians by Firdausi and 
the Persian historians, appeared several ages later in central Asia. 
These tribes havo been shown by several authorities to be ethni- 
cally related to the Scolotes, Sacaj, Alani, Geta), Wassagcto), Goths, 
and Yuoti of tho Chinese.^ Tho Getic, by a still nioro recent autho- 

' Compare Procopius, Do Dcllo Qotliorum, libb. II. nnd III.; niid Alex, von 
Huinlioldt, Asio Ccntralo, I. p. 400, nnd II. p. 202. A passngc occurs in Ahmad 
bin Arnbsliiili'g liiatory of Tdndr, iti which tho Qcttc arc mentioned ns occtip)iiig, 
BO Into nH tho fifleoiilh C(!iitury, ii torritory coiiti(>uouH tu Mongol nnd CliincHu 
Talnry, which tliat couqucror had reduced to subjection, Tiio following is tho 
puasngo ; — 

J Jill tiWl/ jjisT ^ 'iy^\ \y^ li;-i yJ^SSg^i *\jj^J -OUlSa 
* ''' y ^ y y y '' ■ W ''11 

cjlj^) j^\ Ajjlt CJJI/ ^jt j^ 'i;i^* ^J^ l^sr ILsl'j ULsi" 

(p. 70, Ed. of Calcutta, 1010 j^'jU:i.i djj^s\,\ { oUt 

" When ho [Ttmrtr] arrived nt SamarUnnd, ho Bent bi« grnndson, Mulinmmnd 
Sultan, tlio son of Jnliitngfr, with tho Am(r Seifuddfn, to the furthcrcst limit of 
his empire to which his authority reached, which was beyond the Jaxartes enet- 
ward, extending to tho seas bordering ou the territories of the Mongols, the JntiS 

[or Ontli, ns tho Arabs pronounce it], and Chinese Tatnry ( \Ug" ), about a 
month's journey from tho country of Trnnsoxnnia (M&ward an iiahr)," 

Tlioro scorns scarcely room to doubt that tho \3s>~ hero mentioned (who nro 
noticed in two or llirco other places by Arabshfih, but very briefly) nrc the 

2 
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rity,' Iiavo been identified with tlie Qotlis, and belong consequently to 
llio Indo-Golliic branch of the Aryan race — descended, like the pro- 
ceding, from Iho Aryans tlienisclrcs. 

Thirdly; did the Aryans nilgrato from the east? The only people 
who could have penetrated into India from this quarter are the Chi- 
nese, who belong, I need scarcely remark, to a race entirely distinct in 
langungo, religion, laws, and niinincrs from the Aryans, who have 
clearly no genealogical relations with them. I am of opinion, however, 
that tlio Aryans, in their early warliko expeditions, wore soon encoun- 
tered by the Chiuoso eastward, already well established in a united 
monarchy, and arrested in their attempt to extend their power in this 
direction. It is a mistake to suppose from the mild and timid charac- 
ter of some of the modern Hiudus that their ancestors at this ])eriod 
were like themselves. Several hymns of the Rig-vcda, as well as the 
general tenor of tlio historical passages of the Rdmdyana and the 
Maha-bhiirata, breathe a martial spirit, which must have often deter- 
mined the early Hindus to undertake distant expeditions. This 
national character agrees with what is observed of other nations at 
corresponding periods of their early histories. There are indications 
of the limits of the Chinese monarchy having extended to tho borders 
of Bengal ; but this was at a subsequent period, when Ihiddhisin was 
predominant in India, and when it had been introduced into China 
from India. 

Fourthly ; did tho Aryans originally issue from tho table-land of 
Tibet in the north-east) Independently of the physical barrier of tho 
great chain of tho Himdiaya, which appears to have been one of tlio 
causes which determined tho westerly and north-westerly direction of 
tho Aryan migrations, the same ethnical objection applies to this 
hypothesis as to that of their Chinese origin. If they wore ovor in, 
possession of this region, tho Aryan element in the Tibetan physical 
organization has been erased by that of the Chinos© race. 

Fifthly ; could they have cnugrated from any quarter originally 
inhabited by tho Phonicio-Arabian or Somitio race? Under this 
supposition words of an undoubted Somitio origin would long sinco 
have been found in Sanskrit. But tho structure of tho latter and 

descendanta of a branch of tlio Getro, of whom tlicre wore sovcrnl tribes, wliom 
conquests or political events bad impelled to tlie east, whilst other tribes, from 
similar causes, bad proceeded in nn opposite direction. Tliey are alluded to in 
some Cliiupso historical works, nnd nro described as being of fair complexion, 
will) blue eyes nnd light bnir. Tlie Octm are not iinmcd in tlio Betiistun Inscrip- 
tion among tlie nations wbo were subjected to the rule of Darius. 
' Jacob Qrinim, Ueber Jornandes, 1840, s. 21. 
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its total dissimilarity to any Soiuitio dialect aro fatal to such a 
coujecturo.' 

Filially ; aro the Aryans to bo traced to an Egyptian origin t 
Notwithstanding that Jones, Wilford, Bohlcn, and other orientalists, 

' Sanskrit terms, on tlio contrary, have penetrated into the Semitic languages, 
ns has been shown by Lassen, Gescnius, and others, in the names of a variety of 
objects which oviiico tlio existonco, nt the period to wliich tliey relate, of a 
rcinarkablo coinniercml intercourse between tho countries inliabited by tlio 

Phcouicio-Arabiau nations and India, Beside tho Arabic jO j) kazdir (Greek 
Kaaotripoc, Latin Cassilerides, aiiplied to tho Scilly Isles and to a part of Corn- 
wall, from tin being found there), Sanskrit c(|^'^ kastira, "tiiii" Arabic 
«- t 

jLrt tukkar (Greek aaitxwp and auKxa^ov, Latin aaccharum), Sanskrit '3I^X]T 

sarkarA, in the modifled sense of "sugar;" Arabic JjJu> sandal (Greek 
aavToKov, Latin »OM<a/«m), Sanskrit '^'S^v) chandana, "saiidal-woodj" Arabic 

; .\ urunx (Greek opu^a, Latin oryxa), though more changed in form, yet easily 

recognised, Sanskrit "^U^ vrihi, "rice;" Arabic ^uujI ais, in the Kcnse of 

"cxislcnco," Sanskrit ^^ as, "to be ;" ond numerous other words wliieli can- 
not bo hero noticed at length ; if the Hebrew D"01/l lukkiim (1 Kings, x. 22) bo 
correctly translated by "peacocks," it is derived from the Sanskrit fllfi^«I 
sikMn. If it mean a parrot, however, as Quatremere interprets the word, it cor- 
responds equally as closely to tho Sanskrit ^^ suka, with tho change of tho 
sibilant for tho dental, as in 6<t\arr» for 9a\aaaa, and with the Hebrew plural 
termination D> {m. D^DIp kophim is, with little variation, tho Sanskrit JJffq 

kapi, " ape," also with tho plural ending D^- T13 nard is tho Sanskrit «J^T 
nalada, "spikenard," with tho common permutation of tho liquids, as is shown 
also in vufSos, In tho latter part of tho expression D^I3i^Jt^ sen habim, literally 
" tooth of olcplmnta," is recognised tho Sanskrit '^>f tlAa, "elephant;" which, 

in combination with another clement (tho Arabic M| , accordug to Gcsenius and 
Benary), has probably produced the Greek IXi^of, 

These etymologies hocomo verified when wo consider that the country from 
which these animals and objects were exported, and introduced into Palestine by 
riiceniciaii or Arab merchants, wos no other than India, in which they all abound. 
Tho country itself is tlius identified, both by its natural products and their 
Sanskrit names. 
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from cerlaiu remarkable analogies in institutions and manners between 
tliom, conjectured tliat the ancient Egyptians and Indians were a 
people of tt common origin, in contradistinction to tbo Hebrews, PIio- 
nicians, Arabs, and tlio Chino-Tatar race, yet from the resoarclies of 
Clianipollion, Lopsius, Bunsen, and other Egyptologists, in deciphering 
tlio hieroglyphics, and fixing phonetic values to the symbols ascertained 
to be of alphabetical character, it would appear that the language of 
that ancient people, judged from those resnits, belongs rather to the 
Semitic family, which would seem to separate them at once from a 
connnuuity of origin with the Aryans, thus rendering the descent of 
the latter from the former highly improbable.' 

' Tlio cflbrls nliich Imve been made to fix definite plionctio Tolucs to some of 
the liicroglj'pliicnl Sj'inbols, and to osccrlniii tlic nntui-e of the nlpliahotical letters 
nrliich those symbols probnbly represented, havo been principally confined to 
monuments of the New Empire, which exist more numerously thnn those of the 
Old Itlonarcliy, when the Egyptian language had undergone n most important 
change. This modified language may have been the parent of the modern Coptic, 
although the latter is itself disguised in the vesture of tlie Greek atpliabct, and 
contains words of apparent Tatarian and Finin'sli origin. (See Scliott, in tho 
Abhandlungcn der Kitniglichcn Akademic der AVissensclmftcn zu Berlin, for 1849, 
pp. .120, 321.) The radical words of this Coptic arc supposed by some nuthoritics 
to constitute the remains of tho ancient ICgyptian language, and have been 
employed as the baais of an investigation into ilio phonetic nature of the liioro< 
gljphical syml)ols. 

The invasion of tho Ilykeos, however, and duralloii of their sway in Ijower 
Egypt, which intervened between the flourishing periods of the old and the later 
Egyptian monarchies, produced a result which has sineo oidy been repeated in a 
variety of instances in the histories of other nations. Tho Semitic element in tho 
language of the Egyptians, I think, was received after the conguesi o/ Lower Egypt 
it/ the Ihjksos, and must havo incorporated itself with what I am disposed to con- 
sider was tlic ancient Aryan basis of the Egyptian tongue of the Old Enipiro, and 
prnducod the Nco- Egyptian of tho moninnents of tho New Empire, in a nuide 
similar, as I have olready observed, to tho formation of numerous modern lan- 
guages, such as tho Persian, after tho Arab conquest, or tho Hindustani, posterior 
to the Ihihannnedan subjugation of India. 

Notwithslanding all tliat has beon written and said on tho origin of Egyptian 
and Indian civiliz.ition, from the timo of Sir William Jones to our own days, I 
venture to entertain the opinion that the researches of tho Litcrptetcrs of the 
hieroglyphics will soon establish what I have long considered ns noxt to certain, 
that the Jlcncs of the Egyptians, and Manu (anciently Manus) of tho Hindus refer 
to an historieal personage — an Aryan <;hief — who first invaded and conquered 
Egypt from India ; and I think this event is tho earliest well-defined instance of 
tho migrations of tlie Aryans westward which I have above noticed. That 
Egy|)tinn civilization was not originally indigenous in Egypt can bo deduced from 
several eircunistanccs. The Egyptians were always an isolated people in Africa t 
their contlgnous neighbours of the west and south being nil of n race— the Negro, 
tho true aboriginal raeo of that continent— entirely diflorent from themselves. 
Egypt, on tho iuvasiou of Sleues, appears to havo been iulmbited by the Negro 
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It appears, then, that most of tlicso iiationa arc of more recent 
political oslablishment, or national oxietoncc, than tlio Aryans. 

l<'rom those considerations it follows that there is not sufncicnt 
foundation for the hypothesis that tho ancient Aryans, Indians, or 
Hindus, entered India-Proper from some external region. On the con- 
(rary, the facts above delineated point to tho conclusion that the rise, 
progress, advance in tlio arts, and civilization of this rcmarkablo 
people, are tho growth of their own land, developed during the course 
of long ngcs, and communicated (o other nation.s sprung partly from 
themselves and partly from other primitive races whose true history 
is now entirely lost; nations who havo transmitted this civilization, 

rnco. The valley of the Nile was too restricted in extent to bo tlie nursery of the 
various and powerful Aryan nations wlio havo played so important a part in 
universal liiKlury. Tlie Ugyptians liuvo Init ono McncH, wlio, tlicy udinit, was tliu 
founder of tlieir empire. It ia now ascertained from tlie nionnmeiits that tliia 
Mencs was, with ros|ieet to Kgypt itself, a foreign invader and eonqucror, Tlio 
Hindus havo liad, at least, seven personages of this name, whose memorials, as 
preserved in Siiiislirit writers, are suineicntly satisfactory to relate to real actors 
wlioso history has accumulated round itself during the course of ages such a mass 
of fiotiou— tlie mythological creations of later periods— as to render it diincult (but 
not moro so than in the records of other nations) to keep tlio historical basis of 
probability and truth steadily in view, nnd separate it from the imaginary portion ; 
which, as in other iuslances, envelops too many otherwise natural and authentic 
historical facts. 

Tho name of Udmas, or Ramasscs, borne by several kings of Egypt, is cer- 
tainly the Sanskrit ^|?Hf — a genuine Hindu appellation j but these kings must 

not be confounded with tho threo celebrated Iltiraas of the Muidus, any more than 
our own HcnriGs with the Henries of Franco ; nor must Menes be identified with 
the supposed author of tho Institutes, but is n distinct personage, though bearing 
tho saiuo name, and of tho same race as the Hindus themselves. My own opinion 
is, that tho IC^iyptians were originally non-Vuidik Aryans and schismatics. Tlioir 
schism from tlio Chliililished religious system of tho latter took placo long jirior to 
the enecssioii of Buddha from tho same. 

The Hyksos, after their expulsion from Egypt by Ramasscs the Great, may 
have neixod on Syria and Mosoputamia, and found<:d what has been coiisiilorc<l as 
tho Assyrian monarchy, if it bo certain that this monarchy was not a dopcndeney 
of tlio I'orsiaii, or rather Aryan, onijiirR, which had biicu previously esl(ibli»li<Ml 
and ruled by Aryan princes in rvrsia. Sir William Jones coiiHidered it iili!iitii:iil 
with tlio I'fshdiidf dynasty of I'crsia. Tho founder of the Assyrian line of kings, in 
tho genealogical list discovered by Rawliiison, appears, according to him, to havo 
flourished about the fifteenth or sixteenth century before the Christian era. This 
period very nearly coincides with the epoch of the expulsiou of the Hyksos from 
I'-gyi'tj ""'1 I think it possible that the foundation of that monarchy, supposing it 
to be of Semitic origin, or a change of dynasty in Assyria, may have boon tircctcd 
as n consccpicnco of that event. For moro positive information, however, wo 
nmst wait for further results from llio iutcrpretatiou of both tho liicrogly|iliics and 
tlio Assyrian cuuciform inscriptions. 
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inoilificd from various causes, to other nations, and tlieso agiMn to more 
recent ones, until we attain tiie epocli, as I liavo already indicated, of 
tlic first appearance of the Hellenic and Italic tribes of the south of 
Europe. Every one acquainted with Sanskrit litovature, nioreover, 
must know that no traces wliatevor of an alien element, or foreign 
origin, can bo discovered in the language, religion, laws, or institutions 
of the Aryans, throughout all tlio phases thoy must have necessarily 
jinsscd in the course of timo. Such a presumption would bo refuted by 
the whole tenor of the Vaidik literature, of the ancient portion of the 
Purrtiias, of the codes of law from Manu downwards, of the great heroic 
poems, and oven of Buddhistical Sanskrit writings. No monuments, 
uo records, no tradition of the Aryans over having originally occupied, 
as Aryans, any other seat, so far as can bo ascertained to the present 
timo, than the plains to the south-west of tho Himalayan chain, 
boun<Ic(l by the two seas defined by Mann, — momorials such as exist 
in tlio histories of other nations well known to have migrated from 
thoir primitive abodes, — can be found in India. 

To pursue the various and comj>licated details of these interesting 
([uostions further, however, wouhl bo to anticipate what I may attempt 
to n(-cum[)lish, perhaps, at a future period. My object being to ropro- 
sout historical facts in Avhat I concoivo to bo tlioir true light, I beg to 
close this essay with tho observation that if any of tho positions I 
have here advanced, bearing on tho ancient history of tho Indian race, 
in thoir connection with Europe, can bo satisfactorily shown to be un- 
fouiidcil or erroneous, I shall cheorfnlly modify or ronounco them, 
according to tho degree, character, and extent of the ovidcnco adduced 
to o]>poso them. Until it can be demonstrated that those positions are 
untenable, I may be permitted, perhaps, as an independant inquirer, 
to consider that, for the present, at least, they are well supported by 
euch data as are available fur researches of this nature. 



